
 

Sudangrass: Harvesting the Summer Heat 

Sudangrass is a warm season annual that is tolerant of drought and high 

temperatures, common features of Californiaôs climate in the summer months. 

The cool and very wet spring we experienced this year in Stanislaus County has 

rapidly given way to a more ñtypicalò hot and dry summer. The ability of 

sudangrass to thrive under these hot and dry conditions makes it a good option 

for producing high quality forage during the heat of the summer. Stanislaus 

County is one of the top sudangrass producing counties in California, typically 

accounting for 5% of the cropôs value statewide with 8,500 acres harvested each 

year.  

The true sudangrass óPiperô has been grown in 

the United States since 1909; however, true 

sudangrass hybrids and sorghum-sudangrass 

hybrids have since been developed to achieve 

smaller stem diameter, increased leafiness, and improved disease resistance.  

The fibrous root system of sudangrass enables the plant to efficiently use applied irrigation 

water and the narrow leaves help reduce water loss from the plant. While sudangrass is 

regularly grown in Stanislaus County as a forage crop, it can also be used as a warm season 

cover crop that adds near-surface and belowground organic matter to soils. The fibrous root 

system grows densely near the soil surface, helping to retain applied fertilizer nitrogen, limit 

the buildup of soluble nitrogen in the soil profile, and reduce total nitrate leaching.  

Sudangrass and sorghum-sudangrass hybrids 

can be used as pasture for a grazing herd, cut 

for hay, ensiled, or used as ñgreen 

chopò (harvested green and used 

immediately), ensuring a range of options for 

producing forage for livestock at different 

times throughout the summer. Multiple 

harvests, or cuttings, of sudangrass can be 

made during a single growing season and 

harvest timing will change depending on 

whether sudangrass is used as pasture, hay, 

silage, or ñgreen chopò forage. Therefore, it  

Profile  

¶ Sudangrass is an important warm season forage crop  
¶ ID plant growth stage before each harvest 
¶ Multiple harvests require optimal nitrogen fertilization 
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     Sorghum-Sudangrass (credit: F. Baca) 


