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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION DEMONSTRATION GARDEN

Our garden is installed and ready for planting. The garden is organized around Mel Bartholomew’s Square Foot Gardening principals. The front garden bed has nine sections that will be used for seasonal vegetables and flowers. The bed along the back part of the garden is bordered by a chain link fence where we will plant perennials like artichokes, asparagus and boysenberries (available in January as bare root plants) strawberries (in spring), as well as colorful fall flower bulbs. Both edible and sweet peas will be grown along the chain-link fence. 

The purpose of the garden is to showcase the many plant parts that we consume. For example, when you eat broccoli, you eat a flower. Peas are seeds and so are pomegranates. Strawberries are fruits covered with seeds, and potatoes are underground stems. Lettuce is made up of leaves, carrots and radishes are roots and onions and garlic are bulbs. The garden will be a great place for 4-6th grade teachers to address several of the California State Standards for science. Please call ahead (525-6824) if you’d like a brief tour.

Grover Landscape, the Home Depot and Orchard Supply and Hardware donated compost and lumber. Scenic Nursery donated seeds and West Turf and the Greenery donated 6 packs of vegetables and bulbs. Many thanks to these businesses, without their support our garden would not exist. I’d also like to thank our intern Troy Webb, a student from CSU Stanislaus, who has been an integral part of planning the construction of the garden. 

Community members are invited to drop by anytime to preview the progress of the garden, which is located behind the Stanislaus Building at our office on the corner of Crows Landing and Service Roads. Its progress is also available via our website at http://anniepoppyseed-gardening.blogspot.com/ through photos, blogs and a coming video.
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