
Medusahead Field Mee ngs 
You will find included in this newsle er two flyers for local Medusahead field 
mee ngs.  They are both on the same day and will have basically the same 
informa on. The only difference will be what you will see on the ground.  Each 
mee ng will go through some basic background informa on about Medusahead 
and then spend the bulk of the me discussing all of the research UCCE has been 
doing and what prac ces could work on your ranch.  You do not need to a end 
both mee ngs, simply pick the one that is closest to your ranch and easiest for 
you to a end.  No registra on required‐ we are keeping this simple.   

Please join us and bring with you all of your ques ons.  Both mee ngs will be 
outside in the field, rain or shine, so please come dressed appropriately.  We have 
requested rain and if it has not arrived, a rain dance will happen at the beginning 
of each field mee ng.   

If you have any ques ons, please feel free to call.  I hope to see many of you 
there.  If not for informa on on how to get rid of Medusahead – then for the rain 
dance! 

California Rangeland Conserva on Coali on’s  
11th Annual Summit 

“Wildfire & Rangeland Management – Media ng Impacts to Conserva on & Ranching” 

The Rangeland Coali on’s annual summit will again be held in our general area, 
January 22nd at the Stockton Ag Center.  This year’s theme will focus on wildfires.  
Regardless if it is a drought year or an El Nino year, wildfires have become a reality 
on an annual basis in California’s mountains and foothills.  Lack of management in 
some cases, an increase in popula on and access has created the perfect situa on 
for an increase in fire frequency.  But there are success stories even in the Bu e 
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Fire where ranchers had managed well ahead of me, and stayed to create fire breaks during the fire, that have 
saved larger areas than just their ranch.  Be sure to join us in Stockton on the 22nd, and this year the tours will be 
the day prior – Thursday January 21st.  Tours are s ll being planned, but tenta vely three separate tours are 
being planned for the Rim Fire, the Bu e Fire, and the Tesla Fire.  Each will cover similar topics under the theme 
and will highlight success stories in each area.  Registra on and more informa on will be available shortly.   

Drought Management 
With four years of drought behind us, I am sure everyone is hoping the El Nino predic ons all come true this 
year.  We have already had our germina ng rain for most of the area and there is rain in the forecast.  Hopefully 
this year will break the drought, but just in case, or even for future reference, there are many resources within 
the University for drought informa on.  The California Rangeland Watershed Laboratory website is one source 
(h p://rangelandwatersheds.ucdavis.edu/main/drought.html) .  There you will find links to past presenta ons 
related to drought as well as resources for informa on. In addi on, Leslie Roche, Ph.D, the new Rangeland 
Management Specialist based at UC Davis, has informa on from a survey she conducted that many of you may 
have par cipated in.  She has some summaries of both proac ve management and reac ve management that 
ranchers in the state have used during the past four years to survive the drought.   

Another source of informa on comes from UC’s Sierra Foothill Research and Extension Center’s Drought 
Workshop, where all of the presenta ons were recorded and posted on YouTube.  h p://sfrec.ucanr.edu/
Outreach/Workshops/  halfway down the page you will find the links for each presenta on.   

In addi on to informa on, there has also been an effort to capture people’s stories about the drought and how 
they are managing.  Titled “Voices from the Drought”, people have recorded their stories so others can listen and 
learn what people have done.  This is something that cannot only be used now, but also archived and saved for 
the future.  There is also a Facebook page with the same tle that Dan Macon maintains.  Dan will post different 
things from Sierra or his own opera on and try to get a discussion going.  If you have not seen the Voices from 
the Drought yet, please take a minute and do so.  If you would like to add your family’s story, please let me 
know.  h p://www.caes.ucdavis.edu/news/mul media/2014/voices‐from‐the‐drought 

Drought and Poisonous Plants 
As many of you already know, poisonous plants are more of a concern during a drought.  With less of the 
desirable forage available for grazing, animals may try to graze on what would normally be avoided.  Whether it 
is milkweed or jimsonweed, now is the me to be familiar with any weeds in your pastures that may be 
poisonous.  If possible, try to remove any poisonous plants.  If an infesta on is too large to remove, consider not 
grazing that pasture un l there is adequate desirable forage so livestock have other forages to select.  Most 
poisonous plants will need to be consumed in a large enough percent of the diet before you see side effects.  
This is why drought years when there is nothing else to choose, you see more animals affected by poisonous 
plants.  Also be careful of well‐meaning neighbors who may want to toss their lawn clippings into your pasture.  
There may very well be a poisonous plant mixed into what many think of as just grass.  We have seen situa ons 
exactly like this in the area – where the gardener felt sorry for the cows on the neighboring ranch that had 
nothing but dry grass to eat.  So he tossed the lawn clippings over into the pasture.  Without realizing that 
included in the lawn clippings were also some oleander leaves.  The result – six dead cows.   

UC has a beau ful color publica on that is a free download detailing all of the poisonous plants commonly found 
in California.  It can be downloaded at “h p://www.ucanr.edu/poisonous plants” or you can purchase a spiral 
bound, color copy from my office for $5.00.  If you are not familiar with poisonous plants, it is a great publica on 
to have as a reference. 

 



Topics include: 
 Overview of low-cost treatments 
 Timing of treatments 
 Demonstration and Rancher experiences 

with targeted grazing 

Ques ons: Sco  Oneto (209‐223‐6834) or             
Theresa Becche  (209‐525‐6800) 

Management of Medusahead       
on Working Ranches 

November 10th, 2015 

9:00 am - Noon  

Loca on: Workshop will be held in the field. 
Stony Creek Road between North Pardee dam and  Pardee  

Recrea on Center. Watch for signs. 
This is a rain or shine event so dress accordingly.  
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Management of Medusahead 

November 10th, 2015 

9:00 am - Noon 

Watch for Signs!  



Topics include: 

 Overview of low-cost treatments

 Timing of treatments

 Demonstration and Rancher experiences

with targeted grazing and seeding

Questions: Theresa Becchetti (209-525-6800) 

Management of Medusahead       
on Working Ranches 

November 10th, 2015 

1:30—4:00pm 

Location: Workshop will be held in the field. 

Orvis Cattle Ranch, 9601 Hwy 4, Farmington, CA 

Watch for signs. 

This is a rain or shine event. 

The University of California Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources (ANR) prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement 
can be found at http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/176835.pdf). Inquiries regarding ANR’s non-discrimination policies may be directed to Linda Marie Manton, Affirmative Action Contact, University of California, 
Davis, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1318. 

Should you need assistance or require special accommodations for any of our educational programs, please contact us at 530-621-5502. 

The University of California working in cooperation with County Government and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

Sponsored by:  UC Cooperative Extension 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/176835.pdf


3 

 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U. S. POSTAGE PAID 

MODESTO, CA 
PERMIT NO. 400 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
3800 CORNUCOPIA WAY, SUITE A 
MODESTO, CA 95358 

Current Resident or: 

Inside This Issue . . . 

University of California 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 
 
 
 

L ives tock Lines 
Stanislaus & San Joaquin Coun es 

November 2015 ◊ Volume 21 No. 2 

 The Management of Medusahead on California Working 
Ranches Mee ngs 

 California Rangeland Conserva on Coali on’s 11th Annual 
Summit  

 Drought Management 

 Drought and Poisonous Plants 

 




