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2007 North San Joaquin Valley Almond Day

January 25, 8:30 a.m. -12:00 noon
Stanislaus County Agricultural Center

Service and Crows Landing Roads, Modesto

1.5 Hours of Continuing Education Credit Pending

8:00
Registration

8:30
Program Begins

Update on Lower Limb Dieback Disease.

     Roger Duncan, UC Cooperative Extension, Stanislaus County
The Impact of High Density Planting and Minimal Pruning on Almond Production.

     Roger Duncan, UC Cooperative Extension, Stanislaus County
Almond Canopy Management for Maximum Production

     Dr. Bruce Lampinen, Pomology Extension Specialist, UC Davis
Recent Strides in Understanding the Replant Problem

     Dr. Greg Browne, USDA Plant Pathologist
Techniques to Improve Water Penetration in Your Orchard

     Terry Prichard, UCCE Water & Irrigation Management Specialist
Micronutrient Fertility in Almond

     Dr. Patrick Brown, Professor of Pomology Nutrition, UC Davis

Blue Orchard Bees for Almond Pollination?

     Carolyn Pickel, UC IPM Advisor, Sacramento Valley


2007 Merced / Stanislaus

Bi-County Grape Day

Friday, February 9, 2007, 8:30-12:00

Turlock Irrigation District Auditorium

333 East Canal Drive, Turlock

8:00 - 8:30: Registration

· Grapevine Canker Diseases


Dr. George Leavitt, former UCCE Farm Advisor, Madera County
· Delayed Harvest – Science and Experience 



Paul Verdegaal, UCCE Farm Advisor, San Joaquin County
· Efficient Labor Management


Gregory Billikopf, Labor Management Farm Advisor, Stanislaus County
· Clone Selection to Improve Yield & Quality


Dr. Matthew Fidelibus, Viticulture Extension Specialist, Kearney Ag Center
· Irrigation and Canopy Management of Merlot


Dr. Larry Williams, UC Plant Physiologist, UC Kearney Ag Center
New UC Publication on Fertigation
Fertigation, the practice of injecting fertilizer through an irrigation system, is an efficient method of delivering fertilizer.  A new UC publication entitled Fertigation with Microirrigation is now available from the University of California.  This manual guides users through strategies and decision making for fertigation with nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus and gypsum.  The guide also covers the characteristics of selected fertilizers commonly used for fertigation, how to calculate injection rates, frequency considerations, how to apply fertilizers uniformly, mixing considerations, injection devices, and how to prevent backflow.  This publication (#21620) can be purchased for $25.00 by calling 1-800-994-8849.
Let Us Give You Some Business.  Do you perform a service for tree and vine growers?  If so, please give us your information so we can include your business in our Stanislaus Area Orchard and Vineyard Service Index free of charge.  This information is given to growers who request assistance finding the help they need.  Please mail the information to our office or call Marie at 525-6800.  Include your contact information, a list of services you provide (ripping, spraying, harvesting, general farm management, etc.) and any other important information (minimum / maximum acreage, location limitations, etc.).

Peach Leaf Curl
Peach leaf curl was a problem in many local peach and nectarine orchards in 2006.  This was due to the unusually high amount of rainfall we experienced last spring.  In most years, this disease is easily controlled in our area with one dormant copper & oil spray.  However, in years with a high amount of rainfall, two sprays are sometimes necessary to get satisfactory control.  This is especially true in highly susceptible fresh market varieties.  The first spray is traditionally applied around Thanksgiving.  The second application is applied in late January or early February.  If only one spray is applied, it must be applied before flower buds begin to show any color in the spring.  UC Plant Pathologist Jim Adaskaveg has shown that a dormant Ziram application reduces peach leaf curl as well or better than copper.  If leaf curl symptoms are noticed soon after trees leaf out in the spring, Ziram or chlorothalonil (Bravo / Echo) can be applied to stop further spread of the disease.
	Efficacy of fungicide treatments applied during dormancy against peach leaf curl of Fay Elberta peaches at UC Davis.  Jim Adaskaveg.  2005/06.

	Treatment1
	Date of Application
	% Incidence2

	
	12/19/05
	1/24/06
	

	Untreated
	--
	--
	100 a

	Kocide 2000 @ 8 lbs 
	X
	
	77   b

	Kocide 2000 @ 8 lbs
	X
	X
	48   bc

	Nordox 75 WG @ 3 lb
	X
	X
	62   b

	Ziram 76 DF @ 8 lbs
	X
	
	26     c

	Ziram 76 DF @ 8 lbs
	X
	X
	  4       d

	Ziram (6 lb) + Cuprofix (4 lb) tankmixed
	X
	X
	  4       d

	Cuprofix (6 lb) on 12-19 + Ziram (8 lbs) on 1-24
	X
	X
	  5       d


1Materials were applied without oil.  Oil (at least 2 gallons per 100 gallons of water) should be included in a copper application to substantially improve control.

2Incidence is the average percentage of 100 shoots with leaf curl when evaluated in April 2006.
Chilling

So far we are on track to accumulate adequate chilling to properly break dormancy of our fruit and nut trees.  Not only is the total number of hours slightly above average, but the quality and timing of chill accumulation has been excellent.  Except for a one week period in early December, we have been accumulating an average of 16 – 18 chill hours each day since late November in Denair and Modesto.  As usual, the west side has accumulated significantly fewer chill hours than the east side.  If the weather pattern continues, we should see a much better bloom overlap between Carmel and Nonpareil this spring and a stronger peach bloom.  To keep up to date on chilling hours, go to our UC Davis website at http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu.
	Number of Hours Below 450F between November 1, 2006 and January 2, 2007

	
	06-07
	05-06
	04-05
	03-04
	02-03
	01-02
	00-01

	Modesto
	585
	449
	546
	469
	586
	367
	818

	Denair
	567
	446
	507
	486
	520
	
	

	Patterson
	452
	312
	507
	373
	415
	346
	679

	Oakdale
	541
	404
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