
California
Wolves
Kent Laudon

Wolf Specialist



The messenger 
kindly

requests that he 
please
Not



https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/mammals/gray-wolf





v ESA defines "take" as "harass, harm, pursue, hunt, 
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct." Harass is 
further defined as “an intentional or negligent act or 
omission which creates the likelihood of injury to 
wildlife by annoying it to such an extent as to 
significantly disrupt normal behavioral patterns which 
include, but are not limited to, breeding, feeding or 
sheltering”

v Under CESA, “take” is defined as “hunt, pursue, catch, 
capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, 
capture, or kill” and is prohibited with limited 
exceptions





Hazing (non-injurious harassment)
v If a wolf is near, approaching, or chasing livestock, 

confront the wolf or otherwise scare it off.
v Techniques for non-injurious harassment include 

approaching the wolf (on foot, on horseback, or with a 
motorized vehicle), making loud noises (yelling, 
gunshots directed away from the wolf, cracker shells, 
air horns, etc.), and spotlights.

v Non-injurious harassment is allowed when wolves are 
within 0.25 mile of livestock, or within 100 yards of a 
dwelling, agricultural structure, campsite, or 
commercial facility.

v Injurious harassment (physically contacting a wolf, 
firing bullets or nonlethal ammunition at a wolf, 
pursuing a wolf with a motorized vehicle, etc.) is 
prohibited.



Wolf Ecology 101

Pack = family group breeders and offspring (pups, yearlings, adults)

MT average home range: ~200 mi2

MT average litter size: 4 (1-11)

Breeding season is ~ February

Denning is ~ April

“Rendezvous” sites ~ June-Sept

MT average pack size: 6.7 (2~27)

Mort causes: control, illegal, unknown, hunting

Long distance disperser (500+ mi)

Wolves are NOT 250 lbs!

~ 20 deer/wolf/year

Lassen Pack

~ 5 (2 adults, 3 pups). Black wolf?

6 months of data

• 427mi2

• 55 miles long
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v Livestock losses low regionally
v BUT losses can by significant to individual producers
v Unverified losses are a problem
v Natural prey distribution on private lands
v need better understanding more research
v lethal and non-lethal

LIVESTOCK INTERACTIONS



vCollaboration
vPrevention
vControl
vCompensation

Management Tools



Collaboration



“A lie can travel half way around 
the world while the truth is 
putting on its shoes.” – Mark 
Twain







Collaboration



Collaboration



Prevention
vNon-lethal tools
vBunch more where practical

vSmaller pastures (rotated)
vEvening feeding

vCarcass Removal
vSpatial Separation



Conflict Avoidance
(non-lethal tools)



Conflict Avoidance
(non-lethal tools)



Management/Control
(regional comparisons)
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Compensation?
• Direct Losses
• Indirect Losses
• FSA – livestock Indemnity



530-215-0715
kent.Laudon@wildlife.ca.gov
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/mammals/gray-wolf




